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For an afternoon, a day, or a weekend...come and enjoy Northeastern Connecticut! 


P&W Train excursions during Putnam’s Pumpkin Festival. 





This issue of the Traveler features 


F: in love with Northeastern, Connecticut! Scenic INSIDE: 





beauty is just one reason to visit, plus endless Local Advertisers...Local two talented chefs of northeastern 

events that will attract visitors from all over New : Real Estate...Seasonal Connecticut...Allen Granberg 
England including Walktober Events, First Fridays, The : Events...this issue features from Bella’s Bistro and James 
Roseland Cottage Craft Festival, The Pumpkin Festival Downtown Putnam’s 3rd Martin from 85 Main...learn 
& Train Excursions, The Holiday Dazzle Light Parade, : Annual Pumpkin Festival & what makes these two chefs so 
Open Artists Studio Tours, Farmtober at Fort Hill : Train Excursion...October passionate about food & cooking, 
Farms, live performances, holiday fairs, tea events, and ? 20th, Downtown Putnam plus what brought them here... 
so much more! Restaurants feature locally grown food, : will celebrate all things Taylor Brooke Winery...our area 
art galleries will host various exhibits, vineyards will ? Pumkin with contests, live vineyard features their own blend 
be open for tastings and tours. Pick-your-own apples, : entertainment, pumpkin of wines, tours and tastings... 
pumpkins, and even Christmas trees. Hike the trailsof  : flavored cuisine, a scarecrow contest and more! Putnam : Brooklyn-based artist Normand Chartier...northeastern, 
the Connecticut Audubon Center at Pomfret, canoe or : is home to some unique boutiques including...Flying : Connecticut’s award-winning illustrator of 75 children’s 
kayak local rivers and streams, or go cross-country skiing. Carpet Studio....now located in the Montgomery Ward books and countless magazines @ well-known artist... 
This issue of the Putnam Traveler provides lots of ideas i Building...featuring beautiful beads, beading accessories : plus injoy our Quiet Corner-themed crossword puzzle 
for things-to-do in the area. Please let our advertisers : and more....and Panache Consignment Boutique..where : (answers can be found on our website) and so much 
know you found them here! : you'll find new, slightly used and vintage treasures... : more! 


Downtown Putnam & Area Maps ¢ Businesses ¢ Local Activities ¢ Shopping & Calendar of Events 
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Tn] Northeastern Connecticut is Forty-Five Minutes from Casinos, Hartford, & Providence 
Twenty Minutes from Worcester ¢ One Hour from Boston ¢ Three Hours from New York City 
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Antiques Marketplace 


“Named one of New England’s 
Top 15 Small Towns to Visit.” 


— Boston Magavzine 


Putnam is a cozy little community located along the Quinebaug 
River in the heart of Northeastern Connecticut. 


Filled with antique shops, art galleries, boutiques, fine dining, casual dining, bistros, cafes, 
bakeries & live theater...Putnam has the charm of a small New England town...but with 


plenty to do & see! Putnam has become the premiere shopping and dining destination 
for residents of Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New York. 


From Gourmet to Casual - Great Dining Choices 
Shop Antiques, Fine Arts, Crafts, Books & Gifts 


First Fridays, May thru December (first Friday of every month, 6 to 9pm) — 
Art Demos, Music, Entertainment in Downtown Putnam 
Sat, October 20 — Great Pumpkin Festival, 10am to 4pm, Downtown Putnam 
Fri, October 26 — Trick or Treat Night, 5 to 7pm, 
Downtown Putnam from Riverfront Commons to Union Square 
Fri, November 23 — Santa Visits Putnam, 4pm, Free cocoa and cookies by 
WINY Radio, Riverfront Commons 
Sun, November 25 — Holiday Dazzle Light Parade, 5pm 


www.putnambusiness.org - Find us on 
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Festival 


BY DOT BURNWORTH 


One of the best things about Putnam is that for a town of relatively small population, there is a 


seemingly endless stream of events and festivals. Between events such as First Fridays, Riverfires, 


concerts in Riverfront Park, and local road races, one can be happily 


entertained almost every weekend in good weather. 


ne of the favorite Putnam events is Pumpkinfest. 

This festival presumably derives its name from the 

appearance of the “Great Pumpkin” grown each 
year by Putnam resident, Gene Lariviere, which, if you’ve 
never seen it, is worth the trip downtown alone. At the 
time of this printing, this year’s pumpkin is still on the 
vine and growing, but last year’s pumpkin weighed in at 
1,047 pounds! 

The Putnam Fall Festival, as it was first called, 
began 10 years ago when the Blackstone Valley Tourism 
Council contacted Putnam town officials about the 
possibility of bringing an excursion train in from Rhode 





Island. They needed a destination, and as the widely 
accepted “antiques capital” of New England, Putnam was 
a natural choice. The tourism council originally billed 
the train ride as a fall foliage tour, whisking passengers 
from northern Rhode Island first up to Worcester, MA, 
and then south to our welcoming community. With 

a yearly mid-October date, Northeast Connecticut is 
enjoying peak foliage color. WINY Radio owner, Gary 
Osbrey, and town recreation department chair, Willie 
Bousquet, put their heads together and came up with 
this one-day festival as a way of showing off the best of 
what Putnam has to offer. A success from the start, the 
event was organized by Gary and Willie for years until 
they passed the torch to Gary’s wife, Karen, who is now 
in her 3rd year as festival organizer. 

Lariviere’s Great Pumpkin, located on the Putnam 
Congregational Church, lawn is just the start of the 
day’s attractions. Out-of-town visitors and locals alike 
can spend hours enjoying the special events of the day 
as well as Putnam’s everyday charm. Main Street is 
closed to traffic for the day, host instead to about 60 


HOURS: 
WED 4:00PM-12:00AM 
THURS 4:00PM-12:00AM 
FRI 4:00PM-1:00AM 
SAT 4:00PM-1:00AM 
SUN 4:00PM-12:00AM 


LIVE MUSIC 5 NIGHTS A WEEK! 
NO MERU ITEM OVER $12.00! 
10 CRAFT AND MICROBREWS ON TAP! 


132 MAIN STREET, PUTNAM CT 


HTTP://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PUTNAMSTOMPGROURND 


: artists and crafters. Also appearing out on the street are 


three live bands. This year, Avalon will be located by the 
train station, Relative Sound will appear at the Putnam 
Congregational Church, and Billy Pilgrim will be playing 


: in front of Cargill Chevrolet. While wandering through 


town appreciating music and crafters, festival attendees 


: will be greeted by creative scarecrows scattered about. 
: These are part of a scarecrow contest organized by the 
: Putnam Business Association. 


As lunchtime rolls around, it is time to partake in 
some of the many special pumpkin dishes prepared by 
downtown restaurants. Last year, patrons could sample 


: pumpkin bisque, pumpkin mac and cheese, pumpkin 

: and turkey chili just to name a few dishes. Of course, 

: to wash all this cuisine down, you might like some 

? pumpkin coffee...or perhaps a pumpkin martini! For 

: dessert, you wouldn’t want to miss the pumpkin ice 

: cream or pumpkin créme cake. Each eatery in town has 
: found unique and creative ways to deliciously participate 
: in the theme of the day. To help you plan your feast, a 

: townwide menu is available on the day of the festival. 


Indoors, there is a myriad of events around town as 


2 well. Each local business takes their own spin on this 
: tribute to the great pumpkin. The hula hoops will be 

: spinning at Glimpse of Gaia, kids can make crafts with 
: the artists at Silver Circle Studio, and Sawmill Pottery 

: offers clay jack-o-lantern carving as well as Paint-Your- 

? Own pumpkins. The Citizens National Bank hosts a 

: pumpkin decorating contest while they give out free 

' popcorn and treats. For the artistically inclined, Arts and 
: Framing has an exhibition of a featured painter. 

? The Putnam town library has been well known to be 

: the center of the kids activities. Clarity the Clown will 


ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 
Real people. Great service. 


ArchambaultIns.com 


PUTNAM OFFICE DANIELSON OFFICE 
T 860 928 0811 T 860 779 5030 
TOLL FREE 877 928 0811 TOLL FREE 866 779 5030 
F 860 928 6462 F 860 774 2025 

143 Providence St. Putnam 136 Main St. Danielson 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


appear there, as well as Linda Peck, who entertains 

with a “Cirque de Soleil” type of performance. Interact, 

a teenage division of Rotary International, offers face 
painting and kids’ crafts. In addition, there is a book 
sale and pumpkin carving contest. This year, librarian 
Priscilla Colwell is pleased to host Patricia MacLachlan, 
author of the prequel to the Boxcar Children series. She 
will be at the Library from 2-3:30 signing books and 
presenting a short program. This is the 70th anniversary 
of the publication of the first Boxcar Children mystery 
and Albert Whitman Publishers have issued the prequel. 
For those that are interested in the Boxcar Children, even 
the Gertrude Warner Museum is open for the day- a 
great opportunity to learn about the local legend who 
wrote this classic story. 

Up the street at the Putnam Congregational Church, 
along with the live band, church members put on a 
Harvest Festival, complete with a luncheon and a white 
elephant sale. 

With this seemingly endless list of activities 
and attractions, it is lucky for visitors that the event 
organizers always create a flier listing all the happenings, 
conveniently printed on the back of a town map. You 
won't miss out on any of the fun for lack of knowing. In 
addition, Karen and her team recognize that locals might 
enjoy the opportunity for a train ride. A second excursion 
train is offered while the out-of-towners are enjoying the 
festival. This one travels south out of Putnam at 11:30am. 
Itis a 90 minute out-and-back ride costing $25. 
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Though the overall focus of this fall festival has 
remained much the same over the years, Karen and 
her committee work for months, coming up with 
unique details and events each year. Gary O. happily 
reports that there is more music at the festival these 
days than there was in the first few years. He hopes 
to see this trend continue, and to see even more music 
at the festival in years to come. Clearly big fans of this 
yearly tradition, both Osbreys had nothing but glowing 
comments. Karen touts the event as a “family friendly 
celebration of the season,” and reminds, “There is no 
admission fee and most activities are free,” while Gary 
gushes, “I look forward to it. It’s wonderful.” 

But, then again, Gary is one of Putnam’s biggest 
fans. He is impressed by how we seem to “keep 
reinventing ourselves.” Referring to the replacement of 
many of the former antiques shops with boutique shops 
and art galleries, Osbrey says with pride, “We are pretty 
creative. We keep figuring out how to make downtown 
vibrant.” This year’s Pumpkin Festival will be held on 
October 20th, 10-4pm in Downtown Putnam. 


The Leader In Quality Custom Homes & Remodeling 


‘ 30 Plus Years of Meeting 
: and Exceeding the Expectations 
of Our Clients. 


From complete construction to 
remodeling & additions, give us a call 
today for your next project. 


WOODSTOCK BUILDING 
ASSOCIATES, LLC 
78 Prospect Street * Woodstock, CT 06281 
860.928.0897 


whahomes.com 


Award winning Remodeler - 
2009 HOBI Award winner 


HOME BUILDERS 
ASSOCIATION 


OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 


CT Home Improvement Contractor #565903 
CT New Home Construction Contractor #160 
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Connecticut plus the people who vacation on the 
nearby lakes. And she is thrilled with the events in 
Putnam that draw visitors from all over. 

“First Fridays are amazing!” she exclaims. For this 
multifaceted, art-centered downtown event, Monteiro 
devotes one of her large front display windows to a 
different artist each month. She also has “HennaScott” 
set up out in front of the shop where he draws henna 





Flying Carpet Studio 


There’s a new face in Downtown Putnam. Ann Monteiro is owner of the Flying Carpet Studio, a 
jewelry, bead and gift store celebrating its fourteenth year in business. Monteiro 
opened her doors in the historic Montgomery Ward building on the corner of Main Street 


tattoos on people. This has been popular, with folks 
lined up all night for his booth. 

Monteiro’s favorite aspect of her business is 
designing and making jewelry. “I still get a real thrill 
out of someone picking up a design and saying they 


in the heart of the downtown district this July. She’s been very pleased with the 
reception the town and customers have given her. 


BY CRIS CADIZ 


riginally located In Woodstock, the business 
() began as a rug store; hence the name Flying 

Carpet Studio. “My husband and I both made 
rugs as a hobby. | was selling rugs and decided to 
open a business doing handmade original hooked 
rugs but it didn’t really catch on,” says Monteiro. They 
ran the business for a couple years and then started 
selling beads and jewelry, and Monteiro started making 
jewelry. This was very successful. “It was a change in 
direction but we never went back.” After her husband 
passed away from cancer ten years ago, the business 
was a solace to her. It became her passion. 

After fourteen years of success in Woodstock, 
Monteiro made the move to Putnam. “I had been 
looking to move because the spot we were in was small 
and we were expanding. Putnam has just become so 
vibrant. It’s so romantic here. In the evenings the lights 
are on and crowds of people are at the restaurants 
and there’s couples walking up and down the street; 
it’s really lovely.” The building’s landlord had heard 
through the owner of Wonderland Books that Monteiro 
was looking for a new space. He called her an hour 





nN 
after his renters gave their notice and the space became ™ 


available. “That was a big 
jump,” says Monteiro. “We had 
to decide. So we jumped and 
came. But this is probably the 
best retail spot in Putnam. It’s 
great!” 

The new space is open 
and airy with twenty-three foot 
high ceilings and a loft where 
the beads are displayed, rows 
and rows of sparkling stones, 


lots of other gifts for all ages. : love it and did I make it.” She has made about 25% of 

: the jewelry in her shop. She also does custom work 

: and weddings. “Ive done all kinds of art in the past but 
: beads just stopped me in my tracks because there are 
lot of the different merchants so many thousands of kinds of beads. So it’s an ever 

up and down the street when changing palette, the colors and textures you can play 


we moved in. Isn’t that neat?” with,” 


“Everyone was very 
supportive about us coming 
here. We got flowers from a 


asks Monteiro. “The Putnam 
Business Association is very 
active. It’s a city here. It’s just 
different from Woodstock, 
where we were isolated, kind 
of out in the country and this 


“Jewelry is our major focus but the bead shop has 
spun itself off into a whole business, separate from 
the gift shop,” says Monteiro. She just hired someone 
to be her beading coordinator, who will organize 
classes, competitions and so on. Beading classes-- 
: which start September 14—are held in the atrium of the 
: Montgomery Ward building, a large open space with 
: great natural lighting during the day. “And people like 
: to the evening classes because they can come and go to 
: dinner,” says Monteiro. The beading aspect of her shop 
: is so successful that she looks forward to the possibility 
of opening a separate store just for beading in the 


crystals and metal findings. 
Downstairs two large front 
display windows facing the 
street let in an abundance of 
natural light. “The windows 
are a huge benefit to being 


is just right in the middle of 
everything now.” Although 
some of her customers were 
sad she was moving to Putnam, 
most were pleased because 

it’s more convenient for them. 


here. They are our chance to 

be creative and show the world 
what products we’re launching,” 
says Monteiro. “It’s fun; it’s a 
challenge to figure out a new 
theme every month but it’s 


“The come down here and 

have their hair done, eat in a 

restaurant, and come see us.” 
Monteiro appreciates 


future. In the meantime, she is just enjoying being part 
of the Downtown Putnam scene. 

: The Flying Carpet Studio is open Sunday- 

: Wednesday from 10AM to 5PM and Thursday-Saturday 





creative.” The shop is filled with 


jewelry of every description 

plus artfully arranged displays of home décor, handbags 
and clothing, including a collection of super-soft Alpaca 
sweaters and capes. A children’s section is at the back of 
the store, featuring toys, a popular line of puppets and 


that Putnam is a place where 
people can park and walk around to the different 
stores. Although she still has her loyal followers from 


: Woodstock, her customers have shifted from mostly 


local people to folks from out of town-from all over 


“To Bean or 


not to Bean...?” 
iS it really a question? 


860-928-1562 


Yankee Magazine Editors’ Choice 2011 
Connecticut’s Best Country Cafe 


corner of routes 169, 44, & 97 - 
www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com 
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pomfret - ct 


from 10 to 6, although they stay open until 9PM on 
First Fridays. Hours will be extended for the holiday 
shopping season. Keep up to date with classes and 
other events on their Facebook page www.facebook. 
com/Theflyingcarpetstudio. 


112 MAIN STREET * PUTNAM, CT 06260 


ARTS & FRAMING 


Wi THE SUCHOR ARI mokuuee 


Nor me marl C C ‘hat tiers ea a ey 


Pusran FRAMING 
Sheri Sochor: 860-963-0105 
ate — is... care. 


- ART & FRAME iicmeianinibs 
- ANTIQUE & CONTEMPORARY ART & PHOTOGRAPHY - 


Compare our prices and you will be pleasantly surprised! 


WED-SAT 10-5, SUN 11-5 
www.artsandframingputnam.com 
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Pawache 


Cons lgnment Boutiq ue 


For many of us, shopping for reasonably priced, upscale clothing and 


















accessories is time consuming and often a chore. Panache Consignment Boutique, 
located in Putnam, wants to change all that. 


BY KELLY TOURTELLOTTE 


wner, Linda McWilliam, says her goal is Panache circulates items throughout the store every 
O) to provide women a warm, comfortable : two months. So it pays to visit often! Consigners are 

shopping environment with up-to-date, 2 asked to make an appointment and bring items in that 
upscale, clothing, accessories, shoes and household : are in excellent condition, ironed, and without stains, 
items including furniture that is gently used and in : odor, or defects. Shoes must be in prestine condition. 
excellent condition. As we spoke, one of her regular : The contract for consigners states that items will be on 
customers pulled a leather bomber jacket off the rack : display for two months and if it doesn’t sell consigners 
and tried it on. It was not only beautiful - it was brand : have the option to donate the items or to pick them up 
new with the tags still on it. I thought to myself..’wow  : from the store. This keeps inventory fresh, in season, 


what a great find!’ 

Recently, I had been shopping with my daughter, 
who just entered a local private school where she is 
required to follow a dress code. Before school, we 






















*) 
q | 


visited Panache and found several name brand tops, 
sweaters, skirts and dresses all for under $100 and all in 
excellent condition! Panache carries a good selection of 
pants, jeans, tops, sweaters, dresses, jackets and shoes 
for women of all ages. They have a beautiful selection of 
formal dresses too. As my daughter and I pour through 
the racks, Iam amazed at how many dresses we find 
that are perfect for a formal dance or special occasion at 
a fraction of the retail price. Why go to a fancy boutique 
and pay more for something you are only going to wear 
once or twice? 

Panache carries a large collection of Vera Bradley 
purses and seasonal items including: scarves, hats, 
gloves, and hair accessories. They even take custom 
orders. : | Lie ps ee . 

Something else that Linda is very proud of is her ————, oe 1) eee ee 
collection of vintage clothing and accessories including : oe le a 
hats, purses and jewelry, 
some dating back to 
the 1920’s. These are 
unique items that cannot 
be found at Chico’s or : 
Banana Republic and you = co) @ Zz | ews ee ft aan ay os ‘ —_ 
can be assured you are 8 5, ee | = = S | i = 





mw ; 
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buying a one-of-a-kind. . 

It’s hard to imagine that and always moving : scarf to take home at no charge. Panache also donates 
clothing, accessories, and so that shoppers can : to the Day Kimball Hospital Oncology Department for 
furniture cannot only last always find something : their cancer patients regularly. Linda offers a special gift 
for 100 years but that the new! A good percentage to women throughout northeastern Connecticut and 
quality is still better than of consigners choose : beyond. 

something new. Many to donate clothing So if you are looking for a great place to shop and 
of Linda’s customers which is then dispersed to havea little fun visit Panache Consignment Boutique 
purchase furniture with / to United Services, : on 132 Main Street in Putnam. You will be glad you 
visions of repainting it a Daily Bread, TEEG i did! ‘Like’ their Facebook page for updates and featured 
or reinventing its usage and The Arc. These : new items. Panache is open Wednesday through Friday 
to fit their living space. Panache offers free pick up and = |-:« organizations are very grateful for the donations. : 10am to 5pm G Saturday llam to 4pm. Visit 

delivery of furniture and other items within a reasonable Linda likes to make women feel good and she has =; www.panacheofputnam.com or call 860-963-2100. 
distance. Shopping in a consignment shop is good for : fun doing it. For women who come to Panache battling: 

the environment and it is also easy on the wallet. : cancer, she lets them chose a brand new decorative 


There’s more to [HE RECTORY SCHOOL than meets the eye. 


We're on a beautiful, 138-acre campus, but that’s just location. 


We celebrate the individual 
and develop aptitudes in 
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commitment. And, they 
experience the joy of learning. JJ . Te 
In our view, that’s success! Independent, Coed Junior 


Serving Northeastern Connecticut 
for Over Fifty Five Years! 


640 Pomfret Street/Route 169 
Pomfret, CT 06258 * 860-928-2946 


Boarding (S—9) and Day School (K—9) 


528 Pomfret Street Pomfret,CT 860-928-1328 www.rectoryschool.org 
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TALENTED CHEFS 


of Northeastern Connecticut 


BY NANCY WEISS 


ALLEN GRANBERG IS CHEF AND OWNER OF BELLA'S BISTRO IN DOWNTOWN PUTNAM 
Allen Granberg is a big man with a warm smile. He radiates a sense of being in control of Bella’s 


Bistro, the restaurant he and his wife, Carolyn, own on a lively corner in downtown Putnam. With : 


a manner as warm as the late summer sunshine that fell on red-checked tablecloths on the patio 


area outside the front door, Granberg is pleased with the direction of his business and delighted 


to be in northeastern Connecticut. 


riginally from northern Virginia, Granberg 
(_) om: a chef because of a number of happy 

incidents that pointed him at a young age in 
the direction his life would take. The influences were 
many and varied. 

When Granberg was ten years old, his best friend’s 
father was a master French chef, who owned two 
restaurants in the DC area. The chef took the two boys 
to an elegant awards dinner where Granberg tasted 
white button mushrooms sautéed to perfection. The 
taste sensation was so compelling that Granberg has 
never forgotten it. He knew he wanted to spend his life 
creating memorable dishes and working in the world he 
had glimpsed with his friend’s father. 

Few chefs get to spend childhood holidays at the 
White House, but Granberg enjoyed such opportunities 
in the company of his mother, who worked for 
Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. 
Granberg celebrated Easter and Christmas Eve at the 
President’s home and observed all he could about the 
food, decorations and service. 

These experiences helped Allen formulate a vision 
and a plan. By age 14 he had a job washing dishes at a 
Marriott hotel. Three years later, he was at the McLean 
Hilton working as a prep cook. 

Granberg knew he wanted to attend college and 
needed more cooking experience. He entered Johnson 
& Wales in Providence and embraced the experience 
while working at night at the Back Stage Café. The 
school ran a contest and Granberg won the chance to 
work at the summer Olympic Games in 1996 Atlanta, 
GA. His job was to set up the various bars for sponsors 
and vendors, which he enjoyed. 

“IT was just born for this. I wouldn’t do anything 
else. Putting in 14 hour days doesn’t affect me,” 
Granberg said with a broad smile. 

In 2002 Granberg travelled to Italy to earn his 
Masters in Italian Cuisine through The Italian Culinary 
Institute for Foreigners. After just two months in Asti, 


Allen ranked as one of the top students in the program 
which earned him a spot at Dolce Stil Nouvo in Turin, 
working along side Alfredo Russo, a renowned Michelin 
Ill Star Chet. Inspired and trained, Allen was now ready 
to try his hand at interpreting what he had learned with 
his own vision. 
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His quest took him to a number of places. He 


: worked at the restaurant at Union Station in Worcester 
: and at Pleasant Valley Country Club. With each move 
: he made, he was accompanied by a father-son team, 

? Humberto Martinez, now the Chef de Cuisine and Luis 
: H. Martinez, sous chef at Bella’s. 
: space in Putnam caught Granberg’s eye, he made an 


When a commercial 


: offer that was accepted and Bella’s Bistro was born. 





: As with the food, Bellas likes to use local talent. “We are 
: lucky to have found some tremendous musicians in the 


area. Steve Malec, Brandt Taylor, Jay Parker and Jenelle 
Provencher are among some of the many talented 


: performers we are able to share with our customers.” 


Granberg’s goal is to offer “excellent product at 
a good price.” He insists on serving what he calls 
an honest portion. The atmosphere is casual so that, 
anyone can walk in and feel comfortable,” he adds. 
Its not just about the food, it’s about creating an 
experience, and we strive to deliver that.” 

The menu at Bella’s changes 90% with the seasons. 
Granberg buys as much locally as he can and relies on 
quality food purveyors for items he can’t source from 


: nearby farms. He changes specials often and likes 


‘I'm a foodie. I like the opportunity to have a place that doesnt have fine dining. I consider our 
place an eaterie, a trattoria, a bistro. I wanted to bring an Italian restaurant to the area, not an 


American- Italian restaurant,” said Granberg. 


Granberg’s vision seems to be working. Now over 


: the 3rd year mark in terms of longevity, Bella’s bustles 
: six days a week with lunch and dinner. He attributes 
: much of his success to residents of the area. 


“This is a place that really supports us. We have a 


: group of regulars which we have a unique relationship 
: with. It’s amazing. This area has a special bubble over 
: it,” Granberg asserted, adding that 500 people in one 

: year became Facebook fans as well. 


Bella’s opened in April 2009 as a BYOB operation. 


: Fight months later they offered liquor service. In 

: November 2011, Granberg and his wife, Carolyn, 

: expanded the restaurant on the lower level of their 

: building, which features live entertainment, including 
: Open Mic on Wednesdays and Kareoke on Thursdays. 


: taking one or two American-Italian dishes and putting a 
: Rustic Italian spin on them. 


Northern Italian Cuisine is Bella’s primary focus. 


: As Allen learned while studying in Italy, the Italian 

: food culture focuses on local, fresh seasonal flavors. In 
2 bringing this culture to Bella’s, Allen utilizes as many of 
: the local flavors as he can, including fresh Atlantic fish, 
: local farm grown vegetables and local wines. 


Granberg’s enthusiasm for the area is boundless. 


: He feels that Bella’s has revitalized him as a person and 
: a chef, in part because the community is so supportive. 


“My business will stay in the Quiet Corner and so 


: will L...[ love doing business here,” he said. 


For more information about Bella’s visit them 


: online at www.bellasbistromarket.com 


The Selden Laml B alley | isn 


_Now Open 
for our 


49th Season! 


% 


Our Friday & Saturday evenings. 9%. [ili 


_ will continue with our traditional += 
prix fixe menu.complete with a 
hayride, entertainment & 
a table that-is yours until the 
candles burn down. 


Kindly Call 860-774-4423 For Reservations 
BUSH HILL ROAD, BROOKLYN, CT 
WWW.THEGOLDENLAMB.COM 


Serving Lunch: 
Tuesday-Saturday 
from 
12:00 to 2:30 pm 
& 

Serving Dinner: 
Friday & Saturday evenings 
beginning 
at 7:00 pm 
(1 seating only) 

Open Seasonally April - December 





JAMES MARTIN CHEF AND CO-OWNER OF 
$5 MAIN IN DOWNTOWN PUTNAM 

James Martin settled into a chair on the 
outdoor patio in front of 85 Main, the Putnam 
restaurant he co-owns with Barry and Brian 
Jessurun and reflected for a moment on a 
recent trip he had taken to southern France 
with friends. 


artin enjoyed the cuisine of food centric 
\ / | Lyon and reveled in the delicate quenelles 
and signature charcuterie, but most of all, 
he loved cooking for his friends and himself. Visits to 
the French markets inspired him at least as much as 
tucking into to elegant restaurant meals, even though 
Gallic chefs presented Martin with plates of oysters, his 
personal passion. 
Martin grew up in Pomfret as the only boy in 
a family that included three older sisters, whom he 
credits, along with his mother, Cheryl, with shaping 
the creative side of his nature. His father, Len, took an 
engineers approach to life and gave his son problem 
solving skills. The combination has proven effective for 
Martin in his role of chef/owner of a busy, successful 
restaurant. 


mm” - 
oo; 


Other forces converged to make Martin and 85 
Main. One of the greatest influences on Martin, a 
graduate of Woodstock Academy, who had planned on 
a career as a professional soccer player, were visits to 
his maternal relatives in Virginia on summer and school 
vacations. “We would arrive at Martinsville or Alavista, 
Virginia after driving more than 24 hours. No matter 
what time we pulled in, the entire household got up. 
Amazing, carefully prepared food would be waiting for 
us - baked goods, hams, five bean salads, and garden 
tomatoes. Simple preparation of high quality products 
was brilliant by itself, but the exposure to real Southern 
hospitality made the deepest impression on me,” said 
Martin. 

Martin spent weeks working on a farm with his 
“gentleman farmer” uncle in Virginia and helped his 
grandfather in Woodstock, CT tend his agricultural 
operations as well. The combination helped Martin 
learn the complexities of farming and an appreciation 
for the taste of fresh, locally grown products that 
eventually came to inform his choices as a chef. 

If he developed his appreciation for the raw 
materials of cooking from his male relatives, his Swedish 
grandmother, who raised over 20 foster children in 
addition to her own four offspring, showed him how 
to create healthy, satisfying meals using home grown 
ingredients, including meats she processed herself. 
Martin shakes his head in near disbelief recalling the 
extensive holiday meals his grandmother and aunt 
offered with every dish perfectly seasoned, tasting as it 
always had, and served at the proper temperature. “It 
is so enjoyable to cook, especially when you are feeding 
the people you love,” he added. 

Martin was one of the first employees at the Vanilla 
Bean in Pomfret, when he joined the operation twenty- 
three years ago. 

Chris Schlesinger’s East Coast Grill in Cambridge, 
MA, focused on a ground-breaking concept when it 
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: opened. It offered food 

= cooked on a wood fired 

: grill. For James Martin, 

? who wanted to broaden his 
: horizons, the Grill was a 

: perfect place to work. “I’m 
: a sponge for knowledge. 

: At the East Coast Grill, I 
soaked up as much as I 
could and I retained a lot 

: of it. Twice they had to 

: force me to leave because 

: I wanted to be there all 

: the time. There was nothing in the restaurant that I 

: couldn’t do,” Martin said. Chris Schlesinger had so 

? much faith in Martin’s skills that he enlisted him to help 
build a new restaurant, the Back Eddy, in Westport, MA. 
: In thirty-one days, Martin and others completed the 

: task and opened the operation with locally caught fish 

: in allits signature dishes. The experience introduced 

: Martin to fish purveyors along the coast, a connection 

: he would develop further at 85 Main. 


Martin’s experiences at the East Coast Grill and 


2 the Back Eddy also led him to see that things were 

: shifting in the business. Fine dining with white linen 

: tablecloths was being altered toward high quality food 
2 served in more casual surroundings. Soon he would 

: take the sum of his many experiences in the restaurant 
? world back home to step onto center stage himself as 





Martin offers a mix of traditional dishes as 
well as cutting edge combinations using as 
much fresh, organic, locally grown food as 
possible. He purchases meat from Devon 
Point Farm in Woodstock and chicken from 
nearby Gourmavin Farms. Fish, scallops, 
oysters, mussels, calamari and clams come 
from purveyors within 100 miles or less. 


“An outing to 85 Main can make you feel like you’ve been on vacation” - Worcester Telegram & Gazette 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


: achef-owner. In 2005 Martin teamed up with Barry 

: and Brian Jessurun to open 85 Main in downtown 

: Putnam. From the beginning, they knew they wanted to 
: focus the menu on locally grown meats and vegetables 

: and offer American Fusion cuisine in a comfortable, 

: welcoming atmosphere. He focuses on daily specials, 

2 which he calls his “culinary gratification” and account 

: for 48% of sales. 


During the economic downturn, 85 Main doubled 


: the size of the bar. The move was inspired by the 

' observation that during hard times, people wanted to 
: socialize in close, casual proximity. With a sushi chef 
: at one end and an array of iced oysters at the other, 


the charming, tiled bar 
with an array of high top 
tables around the outside, 
attracts a lively crowd. “I’m 
proud of what we have 
accomplished. I want to see 
all of the restaurants grow, 
then we could become even 
more of a destination for 
high-quality dining,” Martin 
added. 

As lunchtime diners 
began to filter into 85 Main, 
Martin was asked to name 


: his favorite meal. He said: “I love the ocean and fresh 
: fish and shell fish. My favorite meal is blackfish with a 
: sweet corn sauce, maybe a little fresh pesto, heirloom 

: tomatoes, pea tendrils or mustard greens.” 


Putnam’s rising culinary vigor continues to reach 


: wider audiences with a recent feature on NBC’s show, 
The Feast, which aired three times in September. 


James Martin is a new breed of chef. He honed his 


: skills in local venues and top establishments outside 

: the area. He took childhood memories of Southern 

: hospitality and combined them with his own New 

: England tastes and sensibilities to create a successful 
: restaurant in a small community. Like the athlete he 

: once thought he would be, Martin has the physical 

: stamina and mental focus to make 85 Main a winning 
: operation. For more visit www.85main.com. 





Seafood ¢ Steak © Sushi © Raw Bar ¢ Vegetarian ¢ Full Bar 
Creative Cocktails ¢ Extensive Wine List 
Gift Cards Available © Private Dining Room 
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Featured on NBC’s show, “‘The Feast’’ 


Chef/Owner James Martin voted 


one of three Top Chefs in CT, 201 | 


Connecticut Restaurant Association 


“Plated Perfection” kk x4 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette, 2010 


‘“‘Best Mac n’ Cheese in CT”’ 
CT Magazine 2008-20] | 


Winner of 6 Best of CT Awards 
“Best Bar” Statewide Runner-Up 
CT Magazine Reader's Choice 
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Quality Downtown Dining 


American Fusion Cuisine 
fresh, local, organic, sustainable, 
artistically driven ingredients 
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Casual Fine Dining 
Inviting & contemporary, 
hip bar, seasonal outdoor dining 







enjoy our 

raw bar, sushi, 
lunch, dinner, or 

late night bar menu 


served daily 
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11:30am to 
11:00pm 















85 Main St. Putnam CT © www.8s5main.com ¢ 860.928.1660 
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“There is a Renaissance in farming and we are at the beginning,” said Linda Auger, owner of 
Taylor Brooke Winery in Woodstock, as she reflected on the busiest Labor Day weekend her 
family-owned business has ever experienced. “Everyone wants to get away and when they come 
here, they feel they are in a different environment. More than half of the visitors to the tasting 
room are from out-of-state and many are discovering our area for the first time. 

Most say they had no idea there are wineries in the state,” said Auger with a laugh. 


BY NANCY WEISS 


uger, who holds leadership roles in many 
Annie tourism and vineyard organizations, 

gives visitors a Passport to Connecticut Farm 
Wineries developed by the Connecticut Farm wine 
Development Council on which her husband is an 
appointed member. The Passport directs visitors to all 
32 participating wineries in the state. At each site, the 
Passport is stamped. Once there are 16 stamps, the 
owner can enter a contest to win a trip for two to Spain 
as well as other prizes. 

“This is really a farm. People have a romantic idea 
of what it is to own a winery, but I try to educate them 
about agriculture. The weather affects us. A spring frost 
killed nearly 80% of our crop of St. Croix grapes and 
hail damaged our varietals. I like to give people good 
information about our vineyard,” Auger added. 

Linda Auger grew up in Newington, CT and fell in 
love with Richard, a native of Plainfield, when they were 
high school delegates to a student council leadership 






The only working pottery studio in 
Northeast CT offering classes for all ages 
and abilities as well as paint-your-own 
pottery anda gallery showcasing 
works by over=\ Wel nee 


860-964-7807 * 112 Main St. #14, Putnam 
WWW.SAWMILLPOTTERY.COM 
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: conference. Little did they know that more than thirty 
i years later, they would be collaborating on a vineyard 
: that attracted more than 8,000 visitors last year alone. 


Taylor Brooke Winery is named for the stream 


: and the family that owned and farmed the property for 


Flying 


>. 
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Jewelry ¢ Bead Shop @ Clothing ¢ Gifts ¢ Toys 
Largest Full Service ead Shop: in N-E. Conneclicul 
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: several generations. Linda and Richard Auger bought 

: a portion of the land, built their home, and began 

: hand planting grape vines in 1999. Over time the 

: vineyard grew to nearly 3,000 vines, which are planted 
: intensively in a manner used in France. In 2003 the 

: Augers were licensed to make and sell their own wine. 
: The following year they opened their tasting room and 
: began distributing their wine to package stores and 

: restaurants. They produce 1,200 cases of wine each 

: year. 


For Linda and Richard Auger, Taylor Brooke 


: Vineyard is a natural outgrowth of their combined 

: talents. The enterprise began when Richard became 

2 interested in fermentation. Linda bought him a book 

: about wine for Christmas, which he eagerly read. Soon 
: the couple was making wine in their kitchen and 

: expanding their knowledge of the process. 

: When bottling the wine, made with grapes they 

: purchased from local farms and in the open market, 






112 Main Street © Putnam, CT ¢ In The Historic Montgomery Ward Building 
800-928-0025 @ fes.annm@ gmail.com 


Open 7 days a week LOam to Spm 


DRUM - GUITAR & BASS LESSONS 


BUY - SELL TRADE 


New, Used & Vintage, Drums, Cymbals, 


LAYAWAY 
AVAILABLE! 


Hardware, Parts, Guitars, Ukuleles, 
Accessories, Supplies 
Local Dealers for Ludwig, 
sonor, Zildjian, Paiste, Istanbul, Dream & Kala 


17 Silk Lane, North Scituate, RI 
401.764.0990 


Restoration & Detailing 
www.thevillagedrumandmusic.com 
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acclaimed regional artists & artisans 
monthly exhibits & 
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75 Main Street Putnam, CT*860.928.2900 
www.silvercirclegallery.com 
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Wine Dog #1, a Cayuga white, is the unusual name of a new offering that celebrates the role of a mixed breed dog named Zima, who added much to the 


ambiance of the vineyard. A photo of the dog striding down between the rows of grapes graces the tasting area and serves as a tribute to the canine, who 


developed a core of fans on Facebook and in real life. Once the label for the bottle is approved, Wine Dog #1 will be sold with a portion of the proceeds 


going to the Worcester Animal Rescue League where Zima was originally adopted. Addison, a mixed breed rescue dog from the 


Worcester Animal Rescue League, now adds her note of welcome to the property. 
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became daunting, the Augers invited family and friends 
to help them. Guests soon began asking if they could 
buy the wine they sampled. The Augers hit upon the 
idea of opening a winery and turned their dream into a 
reality. 

When developing a new wine, the Augers have 
customers, friends and family taste various blends 
which help to decide on a final wine. When visiting the 
winery, you may sample of 2 wines is complimentary or 
one can have more for a modest charge. 

In 2003, the Adopt-A-Vine program was launched 
at Taylor Brooke. For $55 one can adopt a vine chosen 
by the Augers. A parchment certificate with the owner’s 
name and a letter describing the benefits is provided. 
Recipients receive | bottle of wine per year for three 
years. They can also help with the harvest, a very 
popular activity. 

When harvest time comes, volunteers assist the 
Augers by working in small groups on Saturdays. They 






COVENTRY 
ARTS & ANTIQUES 


Open Saturdays 
& Sundays 
10am - 5pm 

1140 Main Street 

Coventry, CT 


Anne C. Burke 
860-498-0352 
c: 860-208-8215 










: are treated to a catered lunch with wine. By the end of 

: the day, Auger notes that participants are exchanging 

: contact information and looking forward to getting 

: together again. “We focus on wine and camaraderie 

: here. People relax in our picnic area and strike up 

: conversations. Keeping it small and intimate helps forge 
: relationships,” Auger said. 


Local artist, Tom Menard, designed the labels 


' for all the wines, except form Late Harvest. Menard’s 

: labels feature Woodstock area points-of-interest. 

: Employing area artists is important to the Augers, who 

: feel all the talent they need to operate their business can 
: be tapped locally. 


Auger stocks locally made items in the tasting room 


: to compliment the wines. She offers Woodstock Hill 
: Preserves, including a new line of honey embellished 
: with lavender, vanilla bean, chocolate and orange liquor. 


Sitting on her sunny patio, Auger reflects on the 


: journey that brought her and Dick to Taylor Brooke 


wASOwe. 
WILLIAM RAVEIS 


EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES 
The Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company in the Northeast 
Buying or Selling 
Call Delphine Newell for your FREE Comparative 
Market Analysis. Find out what your home is 


worth and what you should sell it for. 
Let me help you find your dream home! 


] HAVE OVER 18 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE. 


EXCELLENT SERVICE with RESULTS 


Specializing in all of Eastern Connecticut, 
the Quiet Corner, and the Shoreline. 


Call Delphine Newell 
at 860-933-6955 or 


www.DelphineNewell.com 
delphine.newell@raveis.com 


Licensed in CT, FL, RI 


Powerwashing 
Seaicoating & Staining 
Powerwashing/Raised Ranch $185.00 ¢ Colonials $285.00 


Priced Accordingly - We Use Organic Cleaners 
Driveway Sealcoating $150.00 (2 Car Driveway) 


$250.00 (4 Car Driveway) 


WE DO 


CRACKFILLER 
AS WELL 


WE ALSO DO 


CONCRETE CLEANING & 


Before After 


Pe Se 


401.567.8974. | JDHomecare.com 











: Winery. She is pleased that their children enjoy the 

: business nearly as much as their parents and can foresee 
: that someday they may take over the vineyard. For now, 
: however, she is content with what they have built and 

: looks forward to weekend filled with visitors sampling 

: and buying Taylor Brooke wines. 


“It is always exciting to meet people who are new to 


: wine, to Connecticut and to Taylor Brooke. It is a way 
: to promote the Last Green Valley and the area. We get 
: so many thank-you’s. In these times, the winery is an 

: oasis for people. We look forward to opening the door 
: every day,” Auger said with a broad smile. For more 

: information about Taylor Brooke Winery and the 

: Tasting Room visit them on the web at 

: www.taylorbrookewinery.com. 


















Abigail’s Jewel Box’ 


76 Main Street * Putnam, CT 06260 * 860-928-1300 
www.abigailsjewelbox.com 
Open Thursday-Sunday 11-6pm - Always worth the trip! 


Pretty Jewelry. Friendly Prices. 


a ~ 


Beautiful Engagement Rings 
@ Anniversary Rings 
Diamond Jewelry 

Exquisite Estate « Gemstone Jewelry 
Large & Exciting Jewelry Selection 

Fine Custom Work & Jewelry Repairs 


WE BUY YOUR OLD, UNWANTED, 
BROKEN JEWELRY & MUCH MORE! 


We pay top $$$ IMMEDIATELY paid for Gold, 
Gold ¢ Silver Coins, Gold Watches, 
Platinum, Diamonds (1/2 ct:), Sterling, 
plus Sterling Flatware - Vases - Tea Sets & MORE! 


(Any condition, broken or not. Extra Paid for fine items.) 


Also buying foreign military medals. 


Professional & Trustworthy 
3rd Generation Jewelers 


be Ry , 


In the ™ of downtown Putnam 
Open Thurs-Sunday 11am-6:00pm 
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Normand Chartier 


Looking back at influences over his life it’s no surprise that Brooklyn-based artist 


Normand Chartier became an award-winning illustrator of 75 children’s books and countless 


magazines. He is also a well known local artist whose beautifully rendered watercolors, featuring 


scenes from the Quiet Corner and Maine, grace the homes and buildings of more than 


300 private collectors across the country. 


BY CRIS CADIZ 


hartier has always loved children’s 
C During his childhood his 

mother, a classical violinist, and his 
father, a physician and talented amateur 
photographer, made sure their twelve 
children were surrounded by good 
quality children’s books. “I was exposed 
to a lot of the great children’s illustrators 
from an early age. In fact, people say my 
illustration work reminds them of the 
classic artwork in children’s books of the 
30s and 40s.” 

As a boy he would draw all the 
Disney characters and was an ardent follower of John 
Gnagy’s weekly television art show, which taught him 
important basics such as perspective and shading. He 
never lost his love for art but his passion turned to 
sports, particularly football during high school, where 
he became Killingly’s first ever All-State Player. This led 
to a full sports scholarship at UCONN where Chartier 
studied in the College of Agriculture. Initially intending 
to become a landscape architect, he switched to the 
School of Fine Arts after his freshmen year. Ironically, 
this talented painter never took a painting course in 
school. “I’m a self taught painter, basically by reading 
books and experimenting,” he says. 

After a terrible sports injury that left his arms partly 
paralyzed, Chartier left UCONN. He was able to slowly 
regain range of motion after intense physical therapy 
and electroshock treatments. “I believe that providence 
had something to do with [my injury] and it made me 
force my attention on art,” he remarks. 

Chartier’s move back to the art world came through 
his first job as an assistant art director for Sargent 
Hardware in New Haven, which had in-house art and 
printing departments. Here he learned about graphic 
and technical art and the minutia of the printing 
process. After two years, he wasn’t happy at that end of 
the state and started looking for work back in the Quiet 
Comer. 

Chartier saw an ad for a graphic artist with printing 
experience for a filmstrip company in Pomfret called 
the Communicators. This company produced training 
films and filmstrips for industry and had a contract 
making filmstrips for deaf children. “By nature, that 
art had to be very informative and entertaining, which 
was a challenge and a help when I transitioned to 
book illustration,” says Chartier. He also developed the 
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OPEN EVERYDAY 10-5 
BEGINNING 
COLUMBUS DAY 
THROUGH 12/24 


Five minutes from 
Putnam via Route 44 
330 Pomfret St. (RT 169) 


Pomfret Center 06259 
860-928-5492 


a destination 
lo experience 
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Home Fires Burning Kickoff ¢ 2 pm 
18™ & 20™ Goblins Galore 
Afternoon Tea * 2 pm 


NOVEMBER 
38° Tastefully Small— Book Signing & Demo * 2 pm 


107 4TH ANNUAL Small Works Exhibition Opening * 4 pm 
157 &17'H Small Bites Afternoon Tea * 2 pm 


DECEMBER 15", 6™, gt 
Have Yourself a Merry Little Teatime 
Afternoon Tea * 2 pm 


f CelebrationsShoppes.com 


caricature of Edgar the Eagle for children’s 
filmstrips sponsored by the U.S. Postal 
Service while working there. 

Joe Mathieu of Putnam, today a 
well known illustrator of children’s 
books who does a great deal of work for 
Sesame Street, was a summer and holiday 
employee at the Communicators while 
Chartier worked there. “We met there and 
made great friends and we actually started 
going to New York with our portfolios. 
Joe went to RISD, where they got a lot 
of training on how to sell yourself,” says 
Chartier. “He took a look at my work and said it was as 
good as anybody’s. When I go to New York, why don’t 


: you come with me?” So Mathieu encouraged him to go 


out and make appointments with editors, publishers 
and art directors. “?’m not only in awe of what he can do 
but thankful for him pushing me, which led to a long 
career in children’s books and children’s art.” 

While working for the Communicators and other 


2 jobs, Chartier spent a number of years cold calling, 


making contacts and getting started as an illustrator 
in children’s publishing. “One day I gota call from 
Houghton Mifflin Company and they asked me to do 
a book called Tigers for the school market. It was my 


: very first children’s book. It was 50 pages and they were 


going to pay me 100 dollars a page. I was whooping 

it up; | thought I was rich! Little did I know about the 
struggles to come.” One of his clients was the Sesame 
Street Product Division. He did a lot commercial art for 
things like kids’ toys, games, clothing, lunch boxes and 
so on. This did pay very well, and sustained him in the 
meager paying children’s book market. 

Between children’s books and commercial art, 
Chartier worked as a self employed illustrator from 
1970 to around 2005 when computer illustration 
entered the market and took away the work for a lot 
of traditional illustrators, including Sesame Street 
Products. “What used to take about 15-20% of my 


: working time and made up about 75% of my income 
: was gone with a snap of two fingers.” Chartier again 


had to switch directions. He continued freelancing a 
little and started painting more. He was gifted with the 
offer of a contract for a book of his paintings, My Maine, 
published by Down East Books after they saw a group 
of his paintings, but he had to look for additional work. 
“Luckily I was able to get a job at the Brooklyn Schools 
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as a paraprofessional 
working with kids with 
learning disabilities. 
I was thankful to get 
the job...but in another 
touch of providence, it 
turns out I really love 
the job. I love working 
with those kids.” 
Chartier started 
painting seriously 
after his first five 
years freelancing. 
“After I got my start 
as a freelancer, I had 
worked myself into a 
tizzy and sol tooka 
vacation. | went up to 
Maine and after the 
first couple of days, 
when I could get 
myself out of bed, I 
started looking around 
and I was struck by 
the surroundings, by 
the people, and the 
visual stuff going on 
and I felt a real urge to 
start painting—-for no 
other reason than to 
express myself without 
constraint. It was 
exhilarating... Little 
did 1 know at that time 
that it would become 
another obsession in 


: my life.” Chartier continued to visit Maine and would 
i paint from sunup to sundown and he thinks that’s 
: when he did his best work. “That’s what I love about 
: painting. It kind of frees me and I paint what I like.” 


During the process of publishing his book My 


: Maine with Downeast Books, Chartier was asked by the 

: editor-in-chief if he knew a painter named Ted Kautzky, 

: because Chartier’s work reminded him of this painter. 

: “IT was floored,” Chartier said. “I looked at my art and I 

: thought, my god I’m a cross between John Gnagy and 

: Ted Kautzky! ” As a high school student, Chartier was 

: given a book by a librarian who was cleaning the shelves 
: of some old texts. It was called Ways with Watercolor by 
: Ted Kautzky. Chartier obviously put the book to good 

: use. “I hadn’t thought about those two artists in at least 

: thirty years! I guess your first influences really stick with 
: you,” he says. 


: Chartier’s paintings are inspired by Northeastern 

: Connecticut and Maine. “There’s so much beauty 

: around here. And people take it for granted. People 

: think there’s nothing special about it. It’s just where we 
: live. But it is special, there’s just wonderful beauty here. 
: And being an old Ag boy, I love the farm scenes.” 


Enjoy our antique farmhouse 


and barn filled with delightful 


™ seasonal plants, wreaths, home decor 


tabletop gifts for children and 
quality country antiques. 


260 Rte. 171 e South Woodstock, C’'T 
(860) 928-0571 ¢ Mon - Sat 9-5, Sunday Seasonal 
www.gardengatefloristct.com 


Why is watercolor Chartier’s media of choice? “I 
love the freshness of watercolor,” he says. “When you 
handle it correctly, it’s immediate--you can get beautiful 
effects with it without having to wait. I love the fluidity 
of it and the effect of the pigment and the paper. The 
paper becomes part of the art. It’s freeing...to express 
yourself quickly. And of course it lends itself to plein 
aire painting, which I love to do. Most of my best 
paintings are done on location. If I didn’t have to make a 
living, Pd be painting outside all the time.” 

Chartier has a show at the Kerri Gallery in 
Willimantic starting with an artist reception on October 
11 from 5 to 8 PM. The show will feature about 50 
paintings and more than 20 pieces of childrens’s art 
and will run through Christmas. He has also asked 
a talented jewelry and JuJu necklace artist, another 
employee of Brooklyn Schools, Kathi Dumaine-Savage 
to fill one of the glass cases with her work. The show’s 
non-profit sponsor is Horizons, a national organization, 
local offices in South Windham, which offers support 


My Maine 


The Coastal Watercolors 
of Normand Chartier 






and programs for people with developmental 
disabilities. Chartier currently has work for sale at 
Arts & Framing in downtown Putnam as well as the 
Framer’s Gallery in Boothbay, Maine. 

You can learn more about him and his work at 
www.normandchartier.com and on Facebook at 
facebook.com/normand.chartier. 


Escape 
the ordinary. 


Three showrooms. 
One location. 
Endless possibilities. 
107 Dresser Hill Rd, (Rte 31) 


Charlton, MA 01507 
(508) 248-5566 


harlton 
FURNITURE 


MON AND FRI 10-8 
TUES, WED AND THUR 10-6 
SaT10-S | SUN 12-5 


charltonfurniture.com Complimentary design service available. 








ACCESSORIES IN 
AND OUT OF THE GARDEN 
Unique Clothes, Jewelry, Books & Soaps 


589 POMFRET STREET 
P.O. BOX 236 e POMERET, CT 06258 
860-928-0009 | 
HOURS: TUSEDAY ~ SUNDAY 10-5PM 
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Autumn in the Quiet Corner 


by Burt Hansen (answers can be found online at putnamtraveler.com) 


Across 
1. What chefs do. 
5. What we'll all do on Nov. 22 this year. 
13. One of the first extra-terrestrials on TV. 
14. A nickname for grandmother. 
15. A tool for dealing with unwanted hair. 
16. Opposite of SW. 
17. His day is Oct. 8 this year. 
19. Anickname for what most of us eat during 5 Across. 
21. Scott___, actor in Welcome Back Cotter. 
22. One way to do 1 Across. 
23. On Nov. 23, what we did to 19 Across. 
25. A dessert from France. 
26. A particle all charged up. 
28. Anickname for William and Kate, or a team from 
Kansas City. 
31. A measure of land. 
32. A sound we might hear on Oct. 31. 
33. Reaches the top of the hill. 
38. That girl over there. 
39. Not down. 
40. Nil, nada, squat. 
42. A dance you may see with 50 Across. 
44, SVP. 
45. A body of water that helps define the Quiet Corner. 
47. Make a mistake. 
49. What your spine does on Oct. 31. 
50. Welcomes you to Hawaii. 
51. A cord some use for jumping. 
52. Technology to look inside you. (abbrev) 
53. One of New England’s largest energy providers. (abbrev) 
55. Technology to look inside your heart. (abbrev) 
56. A Chrysler product, or a creature of the Zodiak. 
58. Where the chickens come home to. 
61. One of 5 branches the US has. 
62. One of two sure things. 
64. Often used on Oct 31. 
65. Can be found in the Subj. line. 
66. What a visitor might be if you’re not a treater. 


Down 
1. A Quiet Corner town, or some famous tales. 
2. Sticks in the fridge. 
3.___ thee | sing. 
5. A festive celebration. 
6. Alaska native. 
7. Skip town. 
8. In God we 
9. Make 
10. A SW state. 
11. Where 35 Down and 45 Across meet. 
12. Element 36 on the atomic table, or Superman’s home 
planet. (abbrev) 
14. A prestigious award announced in October. 
18. Enjoy fruits of the vine at in the Quiet 
Corner. 
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36 Main Street, Paina CT 06260 {Ff 





Consigned & New...Women’s Clothing, Accessories, 


Jewelry... Vintage, Wares & Furniture 


Fashion for You and Your Home 


Stop by today to see the many new items just in! 
860.963.2100 


Visit Our Interactive Website © www.panacheofputnam.com 
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20. A sandwich just isn’t a sandwich without it. 
24.___ da! 

27. From a mine. 

29. What you might say after 47 Across. 

30. Cancel the launch. 

34. Crucial info before starting a business. (abbrev) 
35. See 45 Across. 

36. Floating down the river. 

37. Informal language. 

40. One occurs on Sept. 22 this year. 

42. Old-school tools for drilling. 

46. What you once were in your father’s eye. 

47. Bats her eyes. (Might result in 46 Down.) 

48. French for the. 

1: [Ome Cr Ovio;s 

52. Thank you, 

54. How a computer programmer refers to a client. 
57. Host (abbrev) 

59. A tree that is mighty. 

60. American poet who won14 Down in 1948. (initials) 
61. Goes with ...versity ...cycle ...lateral. 

63. An NW state (abbrev) 
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a | ~ Theatre oi Northeastern renneeiicnit 
30 Front Street (Rt. 44) Downtown Putnam, Connecticut 






1) LsallaChushe. October 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20 at 7:30 p.m. 
WITN ESS October 7, 14, 21 at 2 p.m. An aging London barrister 
——— FORTHE————— takes on the defense in a most vexing murder case. 
PROSECUTION Based on Agatha Christie’s celebrated story, this classic 
courtroom drama has enough double-crossing twists and turns to keep you guessing 
right up to the very end. 
Non-musical: $17 for Adults * $14 for Students/Senior Citizens. 


acer oem, December 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 at 7:30 p.m. 
Cini sTmMas | December 9, 16, 23 at 2 p.m. This classic holiday treat offers 
0 AROL % an adaption that scrupulously follows the Dickens’ original. 
-Maruey | However, in bringing it to life on stage elements of inventiveness 
: * and brilliant theatricality are added to enhance and strengthen 
its timeless virtues. The end result is a production of unique eloquence. 


Non-musical: $17 for Adults * $14 for Students/Senior Citizens. 


Tickets Available at: 
Wonderland Books, 120 Main St., Putnam, CT 
Victoria Station Cafe, 91 Main St., Putnam, CT 

For reservations call 860-928-7887 or online at 
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org ~ All seats general admission 


FULL Bea ice RESTAURANT, PRIVATE DINING, CATERING 


Freshest Ingredients Prepared With A Continental ‘Touch 
GOURMET DINING * SEASONAL MENU ° FINE WINE 


SEATING 
Tues-Thurs 5-8:30 
Fri & Sat 5-9:00 
Sunday Brunch 11-2:00 
& Dinner 4-8:00 
Reservations Requested 


~ Inviting Ambience of a Classic Era ~ 
A Hidden Gem in Connecticut’s Quiet Corner 


860-974-3456 


29 Plaine Hill Road 
Woodstock, CT 
974-3456 
Visit us on the web at 
mansionatbaldhill.com 


Make Your Next Special Occasion “Simply Memorable” 
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October 


Month of October-November 

Walktober 

The annual event includes free guided walks, rides 
and paddles, and promotes events associated with the 
aalists}e) ae) da(-m@10l[al=vey-l0(e ms) al~110(e).<-1ml m(=)ait-(6(>m Oxo) salele)p 
www.thelastgreenvalley.org 


Every weekend in October 

(Friday- Sunday) 

Farmtober at Fort Hill Farms 

Thompson, CT 

Enjoy a farm harvest event (such as tethered hot air 
‘oy=) |(oleamale(=s>) B 

AWAY cela dali lirslanatcwexe)anl 


5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20 @ 7:30 pm 

7, 14, 21 @ 2 pm 

Witness for the Prosecution 

Bradley Playhouse, Putnam, CT 

PAN ale=\e]iave mm me) ale(oamey-laaisi1mr-1.<-tme)amialoMe(=1i- alow ame 
most vexing murder case. Based on Agatha Christie’s 
celebrated story, this classic courtroom drama has 
enough double-crossing twists and turns to keep you 
guessing right up to the very end. Non-musical: $17 for 
Adults 

$14 for Students/Senior Citizens. 
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 


7th 

Faces at FAHS 

maialisvaWnvaals)aler= lal m(=)ait-le(smerelel(-10V 

76 North Canterbury Road, 

Canterbury, CT 

A fine art & craft sale and exhibit. 

LUT feat =xel FW its)aalowr- lace mel-venlelalciur-lile) aloe 

A free childrens art activity- found object art; make-it- 
and-take-it. Refreshments available; lunch, snacks, 
Finnish Pulla, salmon chowder, the Canterbury Cones 
ice cream truck will be there. For info call Beverly at 
slo O oN k- SYA Aol me) m=1aal-llmr-lmer=lalelaleait-\ erie laarclimeve)an 


13th & 14th, 10-4:30pm 

(Rain or Shine) 

Annual Fine Arts & Crafts 

Festival at Roseland Cottage 

Woodstock, CT 

This festival is one of the leading juried fine arts and 
crafts shows in New England and features 175 artisans 
and their wares - jewelry, woodworking, pottery, clothing, 
metalwork, and much more. Enjoy live music, a food 
court, and first floor tours of Roseland Cottage. 
Admission: free to Historic New England members and 
children under 12,5 nonmembers 

AWAY ALT ES1<e) aLeial=au'(=) lel f-lale me) Ke] 


facebook. 


Follow The Putnam Traveler on Facebook. 
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18th & 20th 

Goblins Galore Tea 

Celebrations Gallery & Shoppes, 

Pomfret, CT 

A ghoulish gathering to eat, drink and be scary. Afternoon Tea 
Served at 2 pm, $28 per person, reservations required. 
AVVAYAVAWA@x=¥(510) ro] (0) alss<Ja 10) 0) 0l-1> mere) a0 


20th 

Annual Northeastern, CT 

Pumpkin Festival & Train Excursion 

Putnam, CT 

mxcro140)alace Mm INZsmanlels)lemm- mu alu(e(>meie-limir-l/em ell )an|6) dlamer-lav/ale mm dels 
events, pumpkin cuisine from local restaurants, and much 
gate) ay. 

WAYAVAWA@ | ESXexO)Y{=10 @LUl areola mero)an| 


26th 

Putnam’s Trick-or-Treat Night 

DYoyW alo) amaaelvatslae 

Businesses from Jessica Tuesday’s to Jade Garden 
Restaurant will hand out free candy to the kids. Safe and fun! 
AAW AY AW ALA NYAir= (ele Mexe) an) 


November 


3rd - Dec. 13th 

Autumn, Gateway to Winter 

Art Exhibit 

Sponsored by The Northeastern CT Art Guild 
aM are)an)exsxe)alm adele) i (om mile) e- laa 

N. Grosvenordale, CT 

“Autumn, Gateway to Winter” will be on 
display. The reception will be held on 
Monday, November 7 from 6:30 to 8 PM. 

All are welcome to attend. 


15th & 17th 

Small Bites Tea 

Celebrations Gallery & Shoppes, 

Pomfret, CT 

An afternoon teatime to savor flavorful treasures. 
AVVAYAVAWA@x=1(510) io] (0) alss<Ja 0) 6) l=. mere) p0 


17th, 9-4pm 

21st Annual Festival of Crafts 

Shepherd Hill Regional High School 

68 Dudley Oxford Road, Dudley, MA 

Shepherd Hill Music Parents’ Association presents the 20th 
Annual Festival of Crafts. Over 150 crafters at our festival, and 
all crafts must be hand made. We have free on site parking, a 
bake sale, a raffle, food that may be purchased, carry out 
service to your car and music provided by various singing 
groups at the high school. This festival provides most of the 
funds for the music department. 

Neola alicsle)a oan toe 

Please contact Robyn at 508-248-0710 


23rd & 24th 

Thanksgiving Day Weekend 
Holiday Celebration 

Woodstock Merchants 

AVAEST i Mm AVCoYore (jroo) eV (=)cerat-lalemelelaiare marci 
Holiday Open House Weekend! 

WAY VANAVAK=9,4 @)(O] Rea uveXele k=} le ley qrere)an| 


23, 24, 25th & Dec. 1st 

Open Studio Tour 2011 

of Northeastern, CT 

Artists Open Studios presents more than 80 artists in as many 
studio locations! While you enjoy the variety and quality of the 
artwork, you will be supporting art, artists, and a valuable 
tradition in the Quiet Corner. Admission is Free. 
www.aosct.org 


23rd @ 4pm 

Santa is Coming to Putnam 
Rotary Park, Putnam 

Free candy canes, hot 

chocolate & cookies. 

AWYAWAY AW ALA NYAir= (ele Mexe) an) 


24th through Dec. 23rd 

Holiday Nature Store 

Audubon Center at Pomfret, CT 

Gifts for all ages, with mother nature in mind. Bird 
feeders, houses and seed, gardening gifts, nature books 
and items for children, field guides, Christmas plants, 
nature jewelry, gift baskets, holiday swags and more. 
AWAY e110 ie [Ul elelamat=is 


25th @ 5pm 

Holiday Dazzle Light Parade 

DYoyw al Co)w ial eae ltarclan 

It’s a festive, fun-filled, illuminated holiday parade to 
celebrate the spirit of the season! www.winyradio.com 


December 


December-March 

Winter Wanderings 

Presented by The Last Green Valley 

TaXefoye) mr=Vale mele) (olele)m-y/-)a] om ta) nelu(e]ale]0 iam Mal-m mots) Meln-l-19) 
Valley. www.thelastgreenvalley.org 


1st 

Saint Nicholas Victorian Fair 

Pomfret, CT 

Christ Church’s popular Holiday Fair with ‘themed 
booths’ that cater to various shopping specialties, free 
Yel galistyie) am 


6th & 8th 

Have Yourself A Merry Little 
Teatime 

Celebrations Gallery & Shoppes, 

Pomfret, CT 

Take time for a festive tea with friends 

and family. www.celebrationsshoppes.com 


7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 @ 7:30 pm 

9, 16, 23 @ 2pm 

A Christmas Carol, Scrooge & Marley 

Bradley Playhouse, Putnam, CT 

i aliswest=tss-slem ale) |(or=\vamensr-lme)ni)e-m-lab-\er-e)t(e)amsat-|mcyerg0) oluce 
lously follows the Dickens’ original. However, in bringing 
it to life on stage elements of inventiveness and brilliant 
theatricality are added to enhance and strengthen its 
timeless virtues. The end result is a production of unique 
eloquence. Non-musical: $17 for Adults * $14 for 
Students/Senior Citizens. www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 


On-Going Events 


May through December, First Fridays 

First Friday of every month @ 5pm 

Downtown Putnam 

Enjoy live performances, vendors, art exhibits and more! 
www.discoverputnam.org 


Arts & Framing, Putnam, CT 
Features art exhibits throughout the season. 
www.artsandframingputnam.com 


Connecticut Audubon Society - Center at 
Pomfret, Pomfret, CT Lots to see and do! 
www.ctaudubon.org 


Silver Circle Studio, Putnam, CT 
mays lau [estou (elersl irs laantie)a.@rslale mslam-).dalle)iice 
VAY VAN VARTA) vod | cor (tp allel (eo More) ay] 


Sawmill Pottery, Putnam, CT 

Features a gallery pottery and gifts, open-studio space, 
classes (for kids and adults) and workshops. 
www.sawmillpottery.com 


The Vanilla Bean Cafe, Pomfret, CT 
Live folk music every Saturday @ 8 PM. 
VAT VANTANE-Tallit-lel-t-lilerc1icmere) ig] 
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FALL WEEKEND PLANNER CArea Map —— 


“* FRIDAY AFTERNOON CHECK IN: eo 
Check into The Cottage House (ltmcottagehouse. 
com), sister property to the Lord Thompson 
Manor, located in Thompson. Their six guest 
room fresh and inviting cottages feature quiet 
color palettes of creams and whites providing a 
calm, comfortable atmosphere. 






¢¢ FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER: 

Take a shore drive to nearby Sturbridge, MA for 
dinner at Avellino (avellinorestaurant.com) or 
The Duck (theducksturbridge.com), both located 
in the same building. Avellino features traditional 
Italian Cuisine and The Duck offers a relaxed 
atmosphere with menu items including choice 

cut steaks, seafood specials, and mouthwatering 
burgers! 


4 absachuscls 
SATURDAY MORNING: l z <M 


Victoria Station Café (victoriastationcafe.com) 
located in downtown Putnam offers gourmet 
coffee, sweet treats, croissants filled with eggs, 
meat and cheeses, and light lunch offerings. 


¢¢ SATURDAY MID-MORNING: 
Take an art gallery tour. Start at Silver Circle 
Studio (silvercirclestudio.com) located — 1 2 
around the corner. Silver Circle has a bright j Gp 
contemporary gallery with themed exhibits and \ 
a retail shop with offerings from local artists and XN 
artisans. Also located on Main Street in Putnam, ) 
is Arts & Framing (artsandframingputnam.com) ! cee 
and Sawmill Pottery (sawmillpottery.com). Both N, 
feature the work of local artisans. \ -_ _ sie (ag 

, : ee nn ss ss os 
“ SATURDAY LUNCH: LEASTEFORD j PUTNAM - 
Continue your art gallery tour in Pomfret, after \ i 
you stop for lunch at the Vanilla Bean Café \ 
(vanillabeancafe.com) located in the center of 
town. The Vanilla Bean features a varied lunch 
menu, from grilled items, salads, build your own 
sandwiches and daily specials. 
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“* SATURDAY AFTERNOON: 

Art galleries in Pomfret include HAZELWOOD 
Gallery of Fine & Functional Art 
(hazelwoodgallery.com) and Celebrations 
Gallery & Shoppes (celebrationsshoppes.com). 


KILLINGLY 


G 


¢¢ SATURDAY EVENING: 

As featured in this issue of the Putnam Traveler, 
we recommend dinner at 85 Main (85main. 
com) or Bella’s Bistro (bellasgourmetmarket. 
com) both located in downtown Putnam. Both 
restaurants feature talented chefs, creative cuisine 
using local ingredients, and great atmospheres! 


«¢ SUNDAY BRUNCH: 

Enjoy brunch at the Mansion at Bald Hill 
(mansionatbaldhill.com), located in Woodstock. 
Served on Sunday (11-2pm), the brunch menu 
includes Eggs Benedict, Banana Pecan French 
Toast, Lobster Mac & Cheese and much more. 


The Woodsttel Rerctents 
Association welcomes you! 
Antique Flooring > Experience the charm of a gentler time 
© Vintage Building Materials and place on the Heritage Trail in 
e Architectural Anti ques © Connecticut's “Quiet Corner. 


www.oldwoodworkshop.com Explore Woodsto ck 


WORKS HOP 


. one of the most oe settings for a wedding in 
all of Connecticut” — Connecticut Magazine 


Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate 
and visit our website for a preview www.gwyncareginn.com 


03 Wel Den Read Pamfea Cente 4 Gi 06259 


Giving old wood new Life... Antiques, crafts, ‘a Bromite. furniture, 
SO0O- 928-5018 


THOMAS CAMPBELL pottery, lodging and much more 


193 Hampton Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259 For more information, annual events and 


860-655-5259 a complete list of merchants visit: 
“Open by chance or appointment” WWW.EXPLOREWOODSTOCK.COM 
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Travel Advisors 


A full service agency with 
multiple locations! 
204 Front Street 


Lincoln, RI O2865 
401.725.1234 


REAL ESTATE EXCELLENCE! 


Travelplanners Travelplanners 
164 Main Street 9 Dog Lane/unit B-103 

Putnam, CT 06260 Storrs, CT 06268 
860.963.6620 860.487.2030 


NEW OWNERS « IN BUSINESS SINCE 1986 * SAME GREAT STAFF 


email: moe@taitrips.com 
www.taitrips.com 


UC Cyrille Bosio 


The Stephanie Gosselin Team 
Real Estate: A Level Above... 
THE One SOURCE FOR PRINT AND 


PROMOTIONAL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS ¢ Integrity « Experience « Guidance ¢ Relationships + Results 


s 9s ~ me 
¢FullColor Printing (c= —— 


¢ Promotional Products a: PN 
& Apparel a a / py y 





ple) 


Business Solutions. Lic 


, Stephanie J. Gosselin South Woodstock Office 
* Business Forms 860.428.5960 P.O. Box 366, 45 Route 171 . 
& Documents Brookyn, CT ae Woodstock, CT 06267 ine 
¢ Business Stationery >” oO = 774-6904 ame coo | 
viahels 860-428-0767 


CARMEL.OSTERLUND@101Bs.com 
www.101bs.com 


stephanie@stephaniegosselin.com 


www.stephaniegosselin.com (S Pru dential 





EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE FOR INDIVIDUALS & 
INSTITUTIONS IN THE QUIET CORNER 


WEALTH MANAGEMENT 
401(K) PLAN ADVISORY 


Mp weiss e HALE 


FINANCIAL, LLC 


Nip ed es ee EN | 
Wine i 1, named after our beloved dog | 
Zima who passed away in 2012. 


We are donating $1 per bottle of 
“Wine Dog 1” sold, to the 
Worcester Animal Rescue 


League, Worcester, MA 


(where Zima was adopted). 


NEW Wine! 


Corot NoIr 
JAMES WEISS, AAMS, RLP & LAURENCE HALE, AAMS, CRPS PUA AKL AME OUTTA KS Day Waa arte 


697 POMERET STREET (RT 169), POMERET CENTER, CT 06259 Cxperience the conNEcricur 
TEL 860.928.2341 | VISIT US AT WWW.WEISSANDHALE.COM Vi,ntoae o 


the Qaiel Cohner Grn res. 


SECURITIES AND ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH COMMONWEALTH FINANCIAL NETWORK MEMBER 


FINRA/SIPC, A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISER. FIXED INSURANCE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 848 Rte l7l Woodstock, CT © 860-974-1263 


OFFERED THROUGH WEISS & HALE FINANCIAL, LLC ARE SEPARATE AND UNRELATED TO COMMONWEALTH. 
www.taylorbrookewinery.com 


Hours: Fri llam-6pm °¢ Sat & Sun llam-5pm 


Don’t Miss Out On The Next Issue — to Advertise Call... 860-963-0414 or visit www.PutnamTraveler.com 





